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Krebs column: Pat a local volunteer on the back thi s week

BY RANDY KREBS * TIMES OPINION PAGE EDITOR ¢ APRIL 18, 2010

Today marks the start of the 37th annual National Volunteer Week. That's a great reason to take a few moments to offer some well
deserved praise on this topic.

You see, one of the perks of this job is | get to learn about and even work with many area residents who embody that volunteer spirit.
From the paid professionals who coordinate projects to the rank-and-file volunteers themselves, the differences these people make are

remarkable.

Here's just one recent example: The Qwest Pioneers. As part of my role on the Times Editorial Board, | came into contact with this group in
coordinating a Welcome Home event for area veterans.
What started as a desire to help with a handful of pioneers ended with more than two dozen of these retired telephone workers helping out

at the event for area veterans.
Thanks to them, more volunteers from Retired and Senior Volunteer Program and other kindhearted helpers, this event ran smoothly.
But that's really just one example of the many groups and organizations that step up and help when asked in Central Minnesota.

Entities such as RSVP, United Way of Central Minnesota, Central Minnesota Community Foundation, Catholic Charities, The Salvation Army

and countless businesses, schools, places of worship and service clubs all provide unfathomable amounts of volunteer help and resources.

Which brings me to a few more praiseworthy points:

First, pat yourself on the back as a “thank you” for volunteering.

Second, throughout this week seek out those people who coordinate volunteer efforts in which you are involved and thank them. Maybe it's
the co-worker who organized that March FoodShare drive. Perhaps it's your fellow worshipper who serves as church council president.

And don't forget the high school students who packed food with you at the For the Love of Haiti event.
No wonder more than 8 billion hours of volunteering was logged nationwide last year.

Speaking of hours, tally the number you spent volunteering since the previous National Volunteer Week. | bet it's more than you might think.
Did you coach a youth sports team? Help at the July 4th fireworks? Visit a nursing home? What about ringing bells for The Salvation Army in

December? And don't forget about shoveling the neighbor’s walk.

Pretty impressive, huh?

And if you don't think so, vow right now to make that number bigger come 2011. There are plenty of opportunities available.

This is the opinion of Randy Krebs, St. Cloud Times Opinion Page editor. He can be reached at 255-8762 and rkrebs@stcloudtimes.com




Community

takes ‘thanks

vets'ideato
huge level

This is why Central Minnesota is an
inspiring place to live!

Observing that dozens of area resi-
dents in America’s armed forces were
returning from long deployments with
little local fanfare, about 45 days ago we
humbly suggested the community hold
a modest “welcome home” event.

We were thinking a social hour or two
at which residents could offer a simple
“thanks” to their friends and neighbors
(and families) who have sacrificed so
much, especially in the past nine years
America has been at war.

Holy cow, did the community step up! -

From 2 to 5 p.m. next Sunday at
St. Cloud Civic Center you — and espe-
clally veterans and their families along
with families of deployed soldiers — are
invited to a Welcome Home open house
that’s well beyond our original vision.

The free event with free parking at
the Civic Center ramp will be in the
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even provide flu shots.

B A short, formal program at 3:30
p-m. This program is the highlight of
the day. It will begin with the presenta-
tion of colors by the St. Cloud Metrovets
Color Guard, the national anthem and
Pledge of Allegiance. Then two mem-
bers of the Minnesota Honor Guard
— the reigning “national champion” of
state honor guards — will present the
Fallen Soldiers display and read the
names of the 77 Minnesotans who have
died serving in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom.
After that, Brig. Gen. Gerry Lang of
Minnesota’s 34th Infantry “Red Bull”
Division will speak, followed by a final
“thanks” from the crowd to all veterans.

B Light refreshments will be provided
along with slide shows featuring Central
Minnesotans serving on the front lines.
The event concludes at 5 p.m.

All of this is possible because several
organizations and volunteers have
stepped up to expand our original idea.

They include Times Media, the City of
St. Cloud, the VA Medical Center, 4-H
Youth Development/Operation Military
Kids, KNSI-AM, Warrior to Citizen,
Regent Broadcasting, United Way of
Central Minnesota, the Family Assis-
tance Center at Camp Ripley,(Telephone
Pioneers, the Metrovets, the St. Cloud
school district and several individuals.

Donors inclide Coborn’e Berniclde
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Krebs column: Come to Civic Center event today; tha  nk local heroes

BY RANDY KREBS ¢« OPINION EDITOR « MARCH 28, 2010

Today | will finally get to meet Norma Quinn.

Norma is a retired St. Cloud resident who was the first person to respond to a Feb. 5 Times Our View that suggested the community

hold an open house to thank and honor Central Minnesotans recently returned from military deployments.

Quite simply, with two wars spread across the past nine years, these local heroes were deploying and returning with little local fanfare.

The Times Editorial Board, of which | am a member, wanted to change that.

Norma called to say that although she couldn’t do much heavy lifting, she would be honored to do whatever she can to make such an

event happen.

She wasn't alone.

Thanks to the several businesses, organizations, the city of St. Cloud and dozens of volunteers, a Welcome Home open house will be

held from 2-5 p.m. today at St. Cloud Civic Center.

Everyone is invited — especially veterans and their families, and families of deployed soldiers.

Come say “Hi” to Norma; she will be a greeter.

More importantly, come say “thanks and welcome home” to our recently returned veterans.

And by all means, bring your families. There will be a host of activities for children.

The event is free, as is parking in the Civic Center ramp. Light refreshments will be available, along with plenty of information about

veterans services and even gift bags for recently returned veterans.

While you are welcome to come any time between 2-5 p.m., the part | anticipate the most (along with meeting Norma) is the short
formal program at 3:30 p.m. | expect its emotional highlight will be when two members of the Minnesota Honor Guard present the
Fallen Soldiers display and read the names of the 77 Minnesotans who have died in Operation Iragi Freedom and Operation Enduring

Freedom.

Those are the Minnesotans | only wish we could welcome back and thank.

This is the opinion of Randy Krebs, St. Cloud Times Opinion Page editor. He can be reached at 255-8762




Event pays a thank you to troops, vets, their famil ies
BY MARK SOMMERHAUSER * MSOMMERHAUSER@STCLOUDTIMES.C OM « MARCH 29, 2010

After two tours in Irag, a little recognition meant a lot to Capt. John Donovan — especially coming from fellow veterans.

Donovan recently returned home to St. Joseph from an Iraq deployment with the U.S. Army National Guard’s 34th Infantry Division,

also known as the Red Bulls.

On Sunday, Donovan got a rousing thank you from community members and other veterans at St. Cloud Civic Center.

Donovan and other local returning veterans took center stage at the Welcome Home Event for Veterans. The event's organizers, which
included the St. Cloud Times, also recognized the 77 Minnesota service members who won't return from Operations Enduring Freedom

and Iragi Freedom.

Service members read the names of each Minnesotan who has died, while a projector flashed their picture in the background.

The fallen included Marine Corps Cpl. Anthony McElveen of Little Falls, who died in an explosion in Iraq in 2005.

A children’s play area added levity to Sunday’s event. And service groups set up booths to link veterans to health care, education and

employment opportunities.

Other Minnesota cities have welcomed back the Red Bulls since they returned from Iraq earlier this year.

But other cities haven’t done anything on the scale of Sunday’s event, said Brig. Gen Gerry Lang, deputy commander of the Red Bulls

division.

Lang, who lives in Sauk Rapids, said such gatherings boost troop morale during long-running conflicts such as the Afghanistan and Iraq

wars.

“It shows them the community continues to be behind them,” Lang said.

It clearly meant something to Donovan, who made his second Iraq tour this year.

Donovan saw plenty while stationed in Basra, Iraq. He protected top U.S. generals, trained Iragi security forces and hunkered down at

least once a month during insurgent rocket attacks.

On Sunday, Donovan saw aging veterans holding American flags in a ring around him, in tribute to him and his comrades.

That and other sights at Sunday’s event struck a chord with Donovan, who called it “heartwarming.”

“It chokes me up,” Donovan said, “to see past service members come out and be here.”




Our view: Thanks to all for welcome home of our loc al heroes
TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD « MARCH 29, 2010

A deeply appreciative — and very large — crowd. Handmade signs of gratitude from local schools. An emotionally powerful

presentation of the Fallen Soldiers display by the Minnesota Honor Guard. The red, the white, the blue.

And, of course, the guests of honor — those recently returned Central Minnesota service members and their families along with families

of those currently deployed.

Sunday’s Welcome Home event for area veterans was wonderful and powerful in so many ways — and today we write simply to thank

everyone involved in it.

When this board suggested Feb. 5 the community come together to hold such an event, we didn’t know what to expect. But to be

honest, Sunday’s gathering exceeded our biggest ideas.

Best of all, this community spirit resulted in a long-overdue chance for local residents to say “thanks and welcome home” to the many

Central Minnesotans deployed during the past nine years to serve in two wars.

Not to be overlooked is the hard work of several businesses, organizations and individuals it took to make this happen. What this

unified, community-minded group of people accomplished in not even two months was amazing. They deserve your thanks, too.

The city of St. Cloud, including Mayor Dave Kleis and his office, St. Cloud Civic Center and staff who crafted the video displays.

The VA Medical Center for leading coordination of the many veterans service organizations in attendance.

4-H Youth Development/Operation Military Kids for providing the many activities for children.

Warrior to Citizen, United Way of Central Minnesota, RSVP, the Family Assistance Center at Camp Ripley, Telephone Pioneers, the St.

Cloud Metrovets and the St. Cloud school district for helping plan and organize the event.

Times Media, KNSI-AM and Regent Broadcasting for spreading the word to attend and for contributing to the activities.

Donors of refreshments and supplies, including Coborn’s, Bernick’s, Short Stop Custom Catering and the St. Cloud River Bats.

The St. Cloud Area Convention & Visitors Bureau for compiling gift bags for recently returned veterans. And, of course, the local

businesses that donated to those bags.

More than 50 local residents who volunteered their time Sunday to make the three-hour open house run so smoothly.

As you can see, this truly was a communitywide effort. We appreciate all those who helped make it happen.

Most of all, though, we again thank area veterans as well as those still serving. Whether their sacrifice came 60 years ago, 60 days ago

or their deployment is just starting, they make it possible for us to live in the greatest country in the world. Thanks!




