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Minnesota chapter 18 Meeting minutes 
9/19/17 via Skype 

Meeting called to order by President Kathy Hanson at 10:10 AM.  Attending via Skype; Kathy Hanson, Mary Ann Neuman, Pat 
Jeukens, Dave Hemmer, Nick Lucy, Jan Swenson, and Carol & Al Barthel. 
Recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Motion by Mary Ann and seconded by Jan Swenson to accept the 2nd qtr. Minutes as posted on the web site.  Motion carried. 
Treasure report; Jan discussed the report.  There seems to be a lot of questions regarding the P.A.C., several corrections,  
missing $300.00 donation check that PAC said was cashed but never showed up on any reports,  other unexplained entries on 
some reports.  These items all need to be explained.  Motion by Dave and seconded by Mary Ann that we accept the report 
even though there are some things we are unable to resolve right now.  Current balance $34,143.31.  Motion carried. 

Nominations; Kathy asked for nominations for 2018 Chapter officers.  There were no new names submitted.  There was 
consensus that we pass a white paper ballot and list the same officers as last year.  Discussion was held about the white paper 
ballot issue and it was decided that Dave should put up nomination page for 30 days on the web site followed by a voting page 
for 30 days so that the results would be available about Dec 1st. 

Introductions; because our meeting was attended by Nick Lucy a Pioneer from lowa, we went around the table and introduced 
ourselves.  Nick stated that the Iowa Pioneers have a lunch on the 3rd Wednesday each month at the Fraternal order of Eagles 
club 1175 Century Drive Dubuque, Iowa.  They arrange for lunch for $9.00 each.  The meal cost $7.50 and the difference is 
given as a tip to the Eagles club. 

Focus on food; Kathy talked about “Focus on food” as being a pivotal focus project in 2018.  Kathy called on Pat for a report on 
what her plans were in 2018 related to feeding the hungry.  Pat reported that Ronald McDonald House meals are scheduled for 
Oct 22nd and that she will keep us posted on the need for volunteers. 

New Business:  
Iowa; Discussion continued about options open for future Iowa Pioneer involvement. There are two options:   Iowa can 
become a stand-alone council within the current Minnesota Chapter or it could be absorbed into an existing Minnesota 
council. We discussed what Iowa needs to do to become a Council, or in fact what any area needs to do to become a Council. 
Kathy advised, that to be certified an official council, they must have elected officers and hold regular meetings. They also have 
to complete training from accounting in order to process vouchers. This information also applies to So. Dakota which also does 
not have any local officers and has disbanded. No one from So. Dakota was on the conference call. If Iowa or So. Dakota 
chooses not to elect and train local officers, thus meeting criteria stated in the by-laws the option would be to join an existing 
Minnesota council. Mary Ann explained the use of our mnpioneers.com web site to Nick 

 
Also discussed was Life Members vs Active Members.  CenturyLink will stop withholding dues from active employee’s 
paychecks on Dec 31, 2017.  We talked about our 501c3 status and the need to spend 65% of all $$ on charitable causes. 
Nick talked about Pioneer history as a fraternal organization and then around 1957 changed to a volunteer organization. 
Kathy advised that the Association may open membership up to family and friends in the future.  Nick suggested we solicit 
other telephone companies to join Pioneers. 

Budget; Kathy asked Jan and Al to help put together a budget for 2018.  Both accepted to job.   
Focus on Food:  Kathy said she has to report to the region anything we do associated with food, food drives, feeding the 
hungry, homeless shelters, etc.  Focus on Food is the 2018 mission project. 
Wheel Chair Ramps; Dave advised he has published a paper on Central Council’s policy on building wheelchair ramps. 
This document is published as an addendum to these minutes. 
Motion by Dave and seconded by Mary Ann to donate$100 to the Clearwater Food shelf.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Pat and seconded by Dave to approve up to $300.00 for Ronald McDonald meal on Oct 22.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Al and seconded by Mary Ann to donate $200.00 each to the American Red Cross and the Salvation Army for 
disaster relief.  Motion carried. 
Carol expressed frustration with the PALS data system. 
Next meeting will be Nov 16th 2017 at Coon Rapids VFW 
Motion by Dave and seconded by Carol to adjourn.  Motion carried 

Al Barthel Recording Secretary 
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Addendum 

Wheel chair Ramp information from Central Council. 

All ramps are built in conjunction with “Independent Lifestyles” or Minnesota Centers for Independent Living. 

When required they usually obtain building permits, and sometimes provide building materials. 
Central Council does not provide building materials except in rare cases. 
Central Council does not normally schedule or take requests for ramps.  We only assist Independent Lifestyles in their ramp 
projects.  Independent Lifestyles also provides workers on these projects. 

As of 9/18/17 we have assisted in 7 ramp projects this year.  We have assisted in projects outside of St. Cloud but due to the 
age of our membership we prefer to stay close to home. 
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Arrowhead Council Telephone Pioneers 

Duluth, Minnesota 

 

 

 

Summary of meetings and projects  June. 2017 thru  

Aug, 2017   

  

We sent sympathy cards to several Pioneer families.   

 

Quarterly Arrowhead Council Meeting:  

5 attended, July 26th meeting 

 Our next meeting will be Oct. 25, 2017 

 

Donations: 

 Voted to donate $500.00 to the Boys and Girls Club 

 in the region surrounding Duluth.  

 

Donations: 

 Hug-A-Bears to St Luke's and Life Care Center 

  June   25   24 

  July   25   24 

  Aug   25   24 

   

Life Care Center is moving, we will not be making donations again  

until September. 

 

Sue Beeman gave us another bag of fleece.  50 bears were cut.   

 

We will be making donations of Hug-A-Bears to the Hibbing Police Dept. by request. 

 

Head wraps:    Essentia Cancer Care 

 Head Wraps delivered: June=26; July=41   

 We received a thank you from Toby Sillanpa.       

 

 Big Red Book Shelf-Books being collected every day,  

 Books weren't needed at the Lake Superior Health Care and 

 Dental Office on GRand AVe, Char cleaned and  straightened the shelf 

    

 

Submitted by Marlys Wisch, President, Arrowhead Council Telephone Pioneers,  

Duluth, Minnesota       
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CENTRAL COUNCIL REPORT FOR 9/19/17 

Central Council continues to volunteer for many projects; 
 Wellness bags, Nursing homes, Knitting caps for homeless, Red Cross,      
Chore Club, assisting Elderly, Options, Talking book repair,  Place of Hope,  
maintaining the MN Web site, volunteering at the MS TRAM, providing Computer Assistance,  
volunteering at the VA Hospital & Cemetery,  building wheel chair Ramps.    

We have held 2 meetings.  Aug 9th at Grizzly’s on the patio, 30 members attended and on Sept. 11th at 
Perkins downtown with 24 members attending. 

Our next meeting will be Oct 10th.   At the Palmer House in Sauk Center, MN.  Guest are always welcome. 
 
Submitted by Dave Hemmer – President Central Council 
 

 

HARLEY FORSYTHE LIFE MEMBER CLUB 

Central Council ---Taking over the world, one council at a time. 

The Life Members of the Harley Forsythe Life Member Club continue to follow the time proven 
tradition of Pioneering; --Fellowship, Loyalty, Service.  A tradition that will someday be nothing more 
than a memory. 

The Central Council Life Members kicked off another exciting Pioneer year on August 9th, with a 
luncheon on the patio at Grizzly’s in St Cloud.  It was a beautiful (HOT) summer day.  Thirty Pioneers 
and Partners attended.  

On September 11th twenty- fore members of the wild bunch met for breakfast at Perkins in St Cloud.  
Our breakfast meetings are always well attended.  Everyone seems to enjoy just sitting down with 
old friends and catching up. 

We meet every second Tuesday of the month from August –April.  In October there will be a 
luncheon in Sauk Centre at the Palmer House. We meet in the Bar and in some cases--- there are 
those that feel a closeness with the Bar Tender and Social Security monies flow fluently.  In every 
box of raisins is a tragic story of grapes that could have been wine. 

As always, the cute Chapter Officers are always welcome.   

Bob Lewis,   Life Member President. 

No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll still be stationery. 
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3rd Quarter Metro Council/Club Report 

September 14, 2017 

The Metro Council/Life Member Club pretty much took the summer off --- not totally, but we sure were in vacation 
mode. 

The Hug a Bear group continued to meet June-August (a smaller group for sure since some spend time at the lake 
over the summer) and 85 Bears were donated to HCMC.  Stephanie Morales who is our A#1 bear cutter/sewer 
received a donation from one of her co-workers of 6 bags of material.  All new cotton/flannel with so many cute 
patterns.  We won’t have to buy material for quite a while.  We also have to thank Dave Hemmer for remembering 
us from time to time with fiber fill that’s given to him.  We had our September meeting on 9/13 with ‘all hands on 
deck’ and churned out about 70 bears in one session.  We also planned for our annual Pioneer Thank You lunch in 
October, which will be a lasagna/salad lunch catered by the Heather’s (the facility where we meet) food service 
staff.  

Our August casino trip went off without a hitch on August 2nd.  The only negative is:  I didn’t win!   Forty-one 
attendees decided to try their luck at Treasure Island – some actually won.  The next trip is scheduled for November 
1 with a new boarding location at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in New Hope. 

Several Metro Pioneers volunteered at the Tubman Family Services Wing Ding in August.  This has been a charity 
we’ve supported for many years and will continue to do so in the future through donations and volunteer.  

Pat Jeukens and Jan Swenson (and helpers) put on a dinner for the Ronald McDonald families at Minneapolis 
Children’s Hospital on August 13th.  I’m sure the families really appreciated their efforts. 

 Plans are set for fall Pioneer activities:  Luncheon Meeting at Elsie’s on September 20, fall casino trip to Treasure 
Island on November 1.  For the first time we’re planning a fun outing to Daytripper’s Dinner Theater on November 
28 to see musical comedy titled, The Nutcracker’s Nuts. Metro members were advised to ‘save the date’ of 
December 13 for our Holiday luncheon meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Ann Neuman, President 
Metro Council/Life Member Club 
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Chapter report Sept 19 2017 – MS Bike Tours MS TRAM 
  
Bike MS: TRAM Ride 2018 

Date: Location and dates for the 2018 MS TRAM have not yet been announced 

This year the Pioneers will be volunteering at the MS TRAM ringing the bell to cheer on the riders and selling buttons 

to raise funds for the MS Society. 

Submitted by Dave Hemmer 

 

Pioneers ride team “Wheel Deals” report. 

 The 2017 MS TRAM is now history. Your Pioneer sponsored ride team Wheel Deals had a successful 
week of riding. Our fundraising efforts were successful too and many thanks to the Legacy West 
Pioneers for their generous supporting donation.  
The team of seven riders attained 115% of the goal we set, which was $10,000  
There were 108 separate donation posted to our tally page. Letters, pin sales, fundraisers and 
personal donations all helped reach the $11, 545 donation total.  
We hope to field a 2018 team of riders.  
Submitted by Kathy Hanson, Wheel Deals team rider and proud Pioneer 
Submitted by Kathy Hanson 

 

Web Site Report 
9/19/17 

Site total 894 
Chapter Minutes 35 
Exec. Board 31 
Projects 42 
Arrowhead Council 0 
Central Council 19 
Metro Council 24 
Current News 94 
Products for Sale 12 
Family Campers 54 
Links 10 
Calendar Winners 5 
Web Master 5 
Just Pictures 53 
Go Green 24 

 

Web hits are down since last quarter. 
Just Pictures page is doing well. 
Calendar Winners hits are still coming in even though we no longer have calendars. 
Current news page is good. 

Dave Hemmer – Web Master 
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